HOW TO CONJUGATE AN INFINITIVE TO PRESENT TENSE…..
There are 3 easy steps in conjugating (showing who is doing the action) an infinitive (unconjugated verb) in the present tense in Spanish. 

1) Drop the –ar,-ir,-er ending off of the infinitive.

2) Put the “stem” or what’s left over of the infinitive in  lines 1-6.

3) Add the present tense endings for that verb.

Now, in order to complete step 3, we must know the present tense endings for  –ar,-ir,and –er verbs in Spanish.

-AR




Ejemplo- Hablar- to speak
1. –o




1. Yo hablo
2. –as




2. Tú hablas

3. –a




3. Él /ella/Ud. Habla

4.-amos



4. Nosotros hablamos
5.- áis




5. Vosotros habláis


6.-an




6. Ellos/Ellas/Uds. Hablan

-ER




Ejemplo- Comer- to eat

1. –o




1. Yo como

2. –es




2. Tú comes
3. –e




3. Él /ella/Ud. come
4.-emos



4. Nosotros comemos

5.- éis




5. Vosotros coméis

6.-an




6. Ellos/Ellas/Uds. Comen

-IR




Ejemplo- Vivir-to live

1. –o




1. Yo vivo

2. –es




2. Tú vives
3. –e




3. Él /ella/Ud. vive
4.- imos



4. Nosotros vivimos

5. – ís




5. Vosotros vivís


6.- en




6. Ellos/ellas/Uds. Viven
The subject pronouns (take the place of a proper noun) in Spanish are what are found before the conjugated verb. 
 A)  Juanita vive en Costa Rica. Ella vive en Costa Rica. 
B)  Diego y yo hablamos mucho. Nosotros hablamos mucho.

c)  Luisa, Carmen, y tú comen la pizza. Ustedes (Uds.) comen la pizza.

TIP!!!

Get some index cards and…

1) Write on one side  ...”What are the 3 steps to conjugating a verb in the present tense?”

On the other side…write the 3 steps!

2) On 3 other index cards write….

a) –ER verb endings (put –er verb endings on the other side)

b) –IR verb endings (put –ir verb endings on the other side)

c) –AR verb endings (put –ar verb endings on the other side)

Study those for about 10 minutes a day (in 3-4 minute intervals). The magic number here is 3! If you cannot answer the question or prompt within 3 seconds…you need to put it in your “don’t know quite yet” pile. If you can…you know it!!! 

